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houses in 1931, when approving the proposed enact- Chapter
ment of the Statute, expressly put on record the view —L
that neither of the Sections 35 or 137 could be repealed
or altered except under the condition specified. The
justification for this ruling is clear;1 the Union was
based on a compact arrived at between the representa-
tives of the colonies, and to violate it would be dis-
honourable, even assuming that it was legal. In the
face of the resolution it may be surmised that the
South African courts would succeed in finding a legal
ground for denying the validity of any measure which
ignored these resolutions. The reservation of certain
bills under Section 64 of the Act is now a mere formal-
ity, as explained above, and will doubtless formally be
removed from the Act in due course.
The case of the Irish Free State presents very
interesting considerations. Article 50 of the constitu-
tion provided for alteration by an Act of the Parlia-
ment in which the Senate has only a power of delay,
not of negating a bill passed by the Dail, followed by a
referendum of the electorate. To pass, a measure must
be voted on by a majority of voters on the register—so
that abstentions might defeat it—and be approved
either by such a majority or by two-thirds of the votes
cast. It was, however, recognised that, as the constitu-
tion was experimental, this process might be un-
advisable in the first instance, and therefore alteration
by ordinary legislation was permitted for the first eight
years. A safeguard, however, was provided, for any
such bill was made subject to the provisions of Article
47, which provided for a referendum if demanded by
three-fifths of the members of the Senate or a twentieth
1 Keith, Journ. Comp. Leg. xiii. 247, 248.

